IMPORTANT PROPOSALS REGARDING THE ROLE OF AND RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN SOCIETIES WITH AN INTEREST IN SPINAL DISEASE
It is becoming increasingly apparent that arrangements for professional input to the structure of spinal services are fragmented and ambiguous and consequently unsatisfactory. There are issues around the training and education of professionals in many disciplines, particularly surgery, as well as interfaces with DoH, NICE and Industry.
On 3 December 2010 representatives of the British Association of Spine Surgeons, the British Scoliosis Society and the Society for Back Pain Research met to discuss how current arrangements might be improved. The minutes of this meeting are attached but below are the main conclusions.

1. It was agreed that it would be very difficult to make progress unless there was a unified body which represented, “spinal medicine”.

2. “Spinal medicine” is currently represented by the British Association of Spinal Surgeons, the British Scoliosis Society, the Society of British Neurological Surgeons, the British Orthopaedic Association and the Society for Back Pain Research. There is also some overlap with the activities of the Pain Society and possibly organisations representative of rheumatology. 

3. To be effective the representative body would have to be compiled of representatives from all interested parties in equal number.
4. The constituent societies would agree that all spinal matters (for example, political and educational) would be channelled through the representative body.
5. The administration of the representative body would be funded from top slicing any profit from the Britspine meeting.

Please see the attached minutes for more details.

The executive of BASS broadly support these proposals. However, we cannot take things further without the approval of the membership. If the British Association of Spine Surgeons, the British Scoliosis Society and the Society for Back Pain Research all support this initiative we will write to the Society of British Neurological Surgeons and the British Orthopaedic Association inviting them to contribute. We would then have a remit  to produce a constitution which would be acceptable to all parties.
We are very aware that all the societies wish to retain their independence and this initiative is in no way intended to usurp this. We are also aware that creating yet another layer of bureaucracy which serves no clear function would be a waste of time, money and effort
Please take time to consider this prior to the AGM in Edinburgh.
